
 
 

 

PRESQUE ISLE TOWNSHIP 
ZBA Meeting Minutes 

July 1, 2025 - 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

  

Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM 
 

Pledge of Allegiance Pledge was recited. 
 

Roll Call 
 
 
 
 

Present: Chair Charles Smith, Vice Chair David Larkin, 
Secretary Dennis Cleary, Planning Commission Liaison 
Cynthia Paavola, Board Liaison Mary O’Neill, and members 
Mary Anne McCoy and Larry Fields.  Township Supervisor 
and Zoning Administrator Steve Lang was also in 
attendance. 
 

Approval of Agenda A motion was made by O’Neill, supported by Paavola, to 
approve the agenda.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

Approval of 1/7/25 and 4/29/25 Minutes A motion was made by Fields, supported by Cleary, to 
approve the minutes of the meeting held on January 7, 
2025.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by McCoy, supported by Paavola, to 
approve the minutes of the meeting held on April 29, 2025.  
All in favor.  Motion carried. 

  
Audience Comments: (3-minute limit)  
 
Correspondence: 
 
Unfinished Business: 

None. 
 
None. 
 
None. 

 
New Business: 

a. Barndominiums 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Lang informed the board that the Presque Isle Township 
Planning Commission is considering restrictions on the 
construction of barndominiums in the township and 
requested the ZBA’s suggestions.   
 
The board then discussed potential regulations that could 
be enacted to prevent industrial-looking barndominiums 
from being constructed within residential areas.  The 
suggestions included: 

• Permitting barndominium construction in R1 only. 
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Reports: 

a. Zoning Administrator 
b. Planning Commission 
c. Board Liaison 

• Restricting roof type (hip, gambrel, or gable only). 
• Requiring an 18-inch height difference between the 

garage floor and living space. 
• Requiring a minimum percentage of windows (Lang 

stated that he would speak with the Presque Isle 
County Building Inspector to inquire if such 
restrictions already exist.) 

• Requiring all residences on non-lake lots to face the 
road. 

 
When there was no further discussion, Lang indicated that 
he would present the recommendations to the Planning 
Commission. 
 
The board next discussed a potential special meeting to be 
held in August and preferable meeting times.  Lang agreed 
to provide the board with choices for the date and time 
should the meeting be scheduled. 
 
 
Zoning Administrator: A written report was submitted by 
Lang. 
 
Planning Commission: Paavola reported that an 
intergovernmental agreement was reached with District 
Health Department #4 on the Presque Isle Township time-
of-transfer ordinance.  She also reported that water 
samples from Grand Lake were sent to Gaylord for testing. 
 
Board Liaison: A written report was submitted by O’Neill.  

 
Adjournment: 
 
 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:08pm. 
 

  
Meeting Reminder: The next ZBA meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 7, 2025, at 6:00pm. 

 


