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1.  EXECUTIV E SUMM ARY 
 
The Presque Isle Township Master Plan outlines the TownshipΩǎ vision for the future. This vision and the 
tasks necessary to see it come to fruition are described in Chapters 2-6. Chapters 7-12 include background 
data that was used to develop the recommendations of this plan. 

 

A. Vision St at em en t  
 
Presque Isle Township strives to leverage its natural beauty and environmental resources to become a 
community where people of all ages come to live, work, and, most of all, play.  Presque Isle has the 
potential to become one of the top recreational destinations in northeastern Michigan. By capitalizing on 
the TownshipΩǎ natural and recreational assets, Presque Isle can also attract services and employment 
opportunities to ensure that all residents, from children to young professionals to retirees, experience a 
high quality of life. However, growth and development must be balanced against the need to protect the 
natural beauty and ecosystems in the Township. Presque Isle is a little piece of paradise ς one that must be 
preserved for future generations. 
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B. Pr ior i t y Act i on It em s 
 
The highest priority actions (those listed as άtriority !έ in the Action Plan in Chapter 5) recommended by 
this plan are listed below. 

 
¶ Review the C-1 District to ensure that it encourages the development of a άvillageέ area. Done 

 
¶ Review  the  R-M  district  and  consider  appropriate  locations  for  multiple  family  residential 

development within the Township.  Review 

 
¶ Expand the uses permitted in the FR district. Review 

 
¶ Permit lodging as a Special Use in residential districts  R-2 N  R-1 Y 

 
¶ Streamline   zoning   regulations   and   other   processes   to   encourage   the   development   of 

communications infrastructure. 

 
¶ Acquire MDNR-owned properties at the Grand Lake Road launch area for a public park and near 

Presque Isle Harbor for a North Bay beach/picnic/ recreational facility with parking.  No 
 

¶ Develop trails for cross-country skiing and snowmobiling.  Review 

 
¶ Promote and market the TownshipΩǎ recreational amenities. Lighthouses Y other ? 

 
¶ Expand non-motorized trails (including paved shoulders) to parts of the Township not currently 

served.  Some 

  
¶ Implement a rural vision for Complete Streets, especially on major arteries, with the goal of having 

a continuous bike route across the Township and connecting to other communities.  Review 

 
¶ Bring Township facilities into dark sky compliance.  Done 

 
¶ Create an informational pamphlet explaining how to open a business in Presque Isle.  Not Done 

 
¶ Market the business district along Grand Lake Road near Lotus Pond as άPresque Isle Villageέ and 

work to attract additional businesses there.  Not Done 

 
¶ Market the Township to developers of independent communities. Not Done 

 
¶ Proactively   approach   telecommunications   companies   regarding   improving   communications 

infrastructure in the Township.  In Progress 

 
¶ Prioritize rebuilding Grand Lake Road and other  arteries in accordance with a rural vision for 

Complete Streets principles.  In Progress 

 
¶ Support car pooling, van pooling, and/or dial-a-ride services to assist energy conservation and 

public mobility. How - Suggestions
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¶ Improve parking for waterfront, recreational, and historical amenities.  ? 
 

 

¶ Establish   a   committee   with   representatives   from   neighboring   communities   to   coordinate 
watershed protection, dark sky ordinances, wildlife maintenance, non-motorized transportation, 
and other issues.  Started, No Follow-up 

 
¶ Inform  residents  about  invasive  species,  native  species,  and ways  to mitigate  the  former  and 

promote the latter.  Newsletter? 

 
¶ Provide information on the best management practices for public and private woodlands, wetlands, 

and waterfronts.  Newsletter 

 
¶ Pursue coastal management grants for lakefront preservation.  Not Done 

 
¶ Create an information packet with info on lake stewardship to hand out to new residents. Not Done
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2.  I NTRODUCTI ON 
 

 

A. Purp ose 
 
Since 1959, Michigan statutes have permitted township government to play an active role in planning for 
the future by making and adopting a comprehensive plan.  The township planning commission is the public 
body responsible for preparing the plan.  The law requires that: άThe Township Planning Commission shall 
make and approve a basic plan as a guide for the development of the unincorporated portions of the 
township.  As a basis for the plan, the township planning commission may do any of the following: (a) Make 
inquiries, investigations and surveys of all the resources of the township, (b) Assemble and analyze data and 
formulate plans for the proper conservation and uses of all resources, including a determination of the 
extent  of  probable  future  need  for  the  most  advantageous  designation  of  lands  having  various  use 
potentials and for services, facilities and utilities required to equip those lands and (c) Meet with other 
governmental planning commissions to deliberate." Land use issues shall be addressed by the plan, and the 
plan may project 20 years or more into the future (MCL 125.327 Sec. 7, as amended). 

 
In preparing a comprehensive plan, the township planning commission is authorized to: 

 
ü   Conduct  studies,  investigations  and  surveys  relative  to  the  economic,  social  and  physical 

development of the township 
ü   Formulate plans and make recommendations for the most effective economic, social and physical 

development of the township 
ü   Cooperate with all departments of the state and federal governments and other public agencies; 

and consult with adjacent townships and counties 

 
Once the township plan is adopted, the plan provides the legal basis for township zoning.  Michigan law 
states that άthe zoning ordinance shall be based on a planέ designed to promote the public health, safety 
and general welfare; to encourage the use of lands in accordance with their character and adaptability and 
to limit the improper use of land; to conserve natural resources and energy; to meet the needs for 
recreation, housing, industry, transportation and trade, and provide adequate and economical utilities and 
service systems (MCL 125.273). 

 

B. The Townsh ip Plann ing Comm ission  
 
In Presque Isle Township, the Planning Commission is a seven-member body (see cover page for a listing of 
current Planning Commission members).  Members are appointed by the Presque Isle Township Board and 
serve three-year staggered terms.  Planning commissioners are intended to represent a broad spectrum of 
community interests, including agriculture, recreation, commerce, industry, government, education, public 
health, transportation and so on (MCL125.324).  Planning commissioners may come from many walks of 
life, but they all contribute their time and talent to the local planning process.   In addition to the 
responsibility of preparing a comprehensive plan, the planning commission may develop and recommend 
zoning ordinance provisions to the township board and review new development projects as they are 
proposed. 
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For the purpose of updating the TownshipΩǎ Comprehensive Plan, the Presque Isle Township Board has 
retained professional planning consultant services from the firm of Wade-Trim, to assist the Planning 
Commission in the planning process. 

 

C.     Ro le of  t he Pub li c 
 
Recent amendments to MichiganΩǎ planning law require that the township notify and communicate with 
municipalities within and around its jurisdiction before, during and after plan preparation.  Additionally, a 
mandatory public hearing on the comprehensive plan must be held by the planning commission, prior to 
plan adoption. 

 
Beyond these required consultations with the public, the Presque Isle Township Planning Commission has 
conducted a written citizen opinion survey, the results of which will be utilized in the development of 
community goals and objectives.  Planning work products will be reviewed at monthly Planning Commission 
meetings, where interested members of the public and local officials are welcome to attend.   Copies of 
draft planning materials, as they are prepared, will be available for review and comment at the Township 
Hall. 

 

D.    St at us of  Plan n ing an d Zon ing 
 
It is important to point out that the current planning efforts in Presque Isle Township build upon prior 
accomplishments in local planning and zoning.  The Township adopted its first Zoning Ordinance in 1981. 
The TownshipΩǎ first Comprehensive Plan was adopted in 1976 and was updated in 1992.  A comprehensive 
zoning ordinance update was prepared by the Planning Commission and adopted by the Township Board in 
1994. Several zoning amendments have been adopted in the intervening years. 

 

E.     Locat ion an d Tr ans port at ion Link s 
 
Presque Isle Township is located in Presque Isle County's southeast corner in the northeastern portion of 
MichiganΩǎ Lower Peninsula. The Township has a land area of about 35.8 square miles.   The TownshipΩs 
north and east edges border Lake Huron.  Krakow Township is to the west, and Alpena Township is to the 
south.   The Township is made up of portions of three geographic townships: most of T33N-R8E, 
approximately one-third of T34N-R8E and a small portion of T33N-R9E. 

 
The TownshipΩǎ geographic location is relatively remote from large urban areas of Michigan.  It is a five- 
hour drive to Detroit, four hours to Lansing and two and one-half hours to the Bay City/Saginaw area.  On 
the other hand, the recreation and resort areas of northern Michigan are in close proximity.  The Township 
is generally within 1-2 hours drive of Mackinaw City and the Straits, Petoskey, Harbor Springs, Gaylord, 
Indian River and Cheboygan.  Many Township residents travel to work in the nearby regional employment 
centers of Alpena, Rogers City and Cheboygan.  The major transportation route in the Township is U.S. 23, 
serving the north/ south traffic.  Grand Lake Road, Long Lake Highway and East 638 Highway are the major 
county roads. Interstate freeway access to the Township is more than 50 miles distant. 
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F.     Hi st or y of  Pr esque I sl e Town sh ip 
 
Prior to European settlement, the northeast Michigan area was inhabited by Native American tribes, 
including the Chippewa and Ojibwa.  In the 1600s, the earliest European visitors were French explorers, 
missionaries and fur traders.   During the late 1700s and early 1800s, the area passed through French, 
English and American hands in a succession of skirmishes.   In 1836, the land was officially ceded to the 
United States.  Michigan became a state in 1837, and what later became the north half of Presque Isle 
Township was first surveyed in 1840.  This area was first part of Mackinac County, then Cheboygan County, 
then Alpena County and finally in 1871, part of the newly formed Presque Isle County. 

 
Because of the isolated location and lack of roads, water transportation was the key to development and 
trade.  Much of ŀǊŜŀΩǎ early settlement began along the Lake Huron shoreline.  The name άPresque Isleέ 
comes from the French and means άalmost an islandΦέ  This phrase describes the Presque Isle peninsula, 
which juts out into Lake Huron in the northern part of the Township.   The natural Presque Isle Harbor 
offered boat traffic safe refuge from Lake Huron storms, and the surrounding woods supplied fuel for 
steamboats plying the shoreline. The development of BurnhamΩǎ Landing in the southern part of the harbor 
established Presque Isle Harbor as a thriving port by 1854. 

 
Lighthouses were also essential to Great Lakes navigation and to early land settlement.  Two lighthouses 
were built in Presque Isle Township, and both remain intact as popular tourist attractions.  The Old Presque 
Isle Light was built in 1840, and the light on the 30-foot tall stone and brick conical tower guided ships for 
about 30 years.  The Stebbins family owned the property from the early 1900's until 1995 when purchased 
by the Township. 

 
The New Presque Isle Lighthouse was built in 1870 and is the tallest on Lake Huron.  Its light is still 
operational and is maintained by the U.S. Coast Guard.  In recent years, the old keeper's house and light 
tower have been extensively renovated with assistance from both federal and state governments and is 
open seasonally to the public.  It is operated by the Presque Isle Township Historical Society.  Since 1996, 
the Township has owned the 100-acre site including all buildings.  The Township operates a public park on 
the grounds, as well as a museum and gift shop. 

 
Early industries in the Township were resource based and included fishing, lumbering and mining.  Litt le 
development occurred until the late 19th Century when lumbering of white pine became an active industry. 
Lumbering  of  pine  continued  until  about  the  turn  of  the  century  when  the  supply  was  exhausted. 
Hardwood and swamp timbering activities continued until about 1930, when these operations effectively 
ceased.  The Township's population during the 20th Century was at its lowest level at the time of the 1930 
Census with only 77 residents. 

 
German and Polish immigrants, recruited in Europe to come work in the woods, stayed on as farmers once 
the land was cleared.  However, because of its geology and thin soils, coastal Presque Isle Township was not 
suitable for non-forestry related agricultural production.  So, the prospective farmers moved on west to 
Krakow Township and Posen Township, where more suitable conditions exist. 

 
Extensive limestone deposits exist in both Presque Isle and Alpena Counties, at or near the surface in many 
areas along the Lake Huron shoreline.  In the early 1900s, CrawfordΩǎ Quarry was developed to mine a 
deposit of high chemical-grade stone near Rogers City.  Later sold to U.S. Steel, the quarry property was re- 
named Calcite.  Calcite stone was used extensively in the steel-making process, and much of it was shipped 
to the Rouge Steel Plant in Detroit. 
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By the early 1980s, the rise of Japanese steel and the fall of American automobile sales damaged the 
market for American steel.  U. S. {ǘŜŜƭΩǎ sale of the Calcite quarry property to new owners marked the end 
of an era.  Under the name Michigan Limestone Operations (MLO), the mine remains in active production 
and is still the largest limestone quarry in the world.  However, the operation was recently sold to the large 
firm, Oglebay Norton. 

 
A second vast quarry, Stoneport (now operated by Lafarge Corporation) is located south of Lake Esau in 
central Presque Isle Township.  Stoneport is the major industrial land use in the Township today.  Both the 
MLO  and  Stoneport  quarries  are  served  by  deep-water  ports  with  thousand-foot  freighters  loading 
routinely. 

 
Tourism  and  recreation  have  been  part  of  the  fabric  of  Presque  Isle  Township  since  the  late  1800s. 
Numerous areas of the region can trace their development to tourism.  The Grand Lake area was probably 
the first part of Presque Isle County to actively solicit tourist business during the late 1800s.  Several resort 
hotels were constructed along Grand Lake.   Before the advent of good roads, tourist access was via 

steamboat from Lake Huron.  Fireside Inn and Presque Isle Lodge, both dating from the early 20th Century, 
are surviving examples of Grand LakŜΩǎ early leadership in lake resort development. 

 
The lumbering and quarry industries that built the community are still key components of the arŜŀΩǎ 
economy.  Tourism and recreation are both our past and future.  Water resources continue to draw both 
people and businesses to the area. 

 
Planning can provide a means to identify what citizens value about their community and can suggest ways 
these values can be protected.  The Presque Isle Township Comprehensive Plan can be a tool to help local 
governments and citizens achieve or preserve the kind of community they wish to live in and pass along to 
the next generation. 
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3.  GOALS AND OBJECTI VES 
 
The 2003 Comprehensive Plan for Presque Isle Township contained a number of long range goals and 
objectives for the community.   Part of the responsibility involved in updating that plan included re- 
examination of those goals and objectives.  The re-examination was accomplished using the following 
means: 

 
¶ Analyzing the  data  in  Chapters 7 

through 11. 

 
¶ Consulting   the   detailed   results 

obtained from the 2012 Citizen 
Survey. 

 
¶ Reviewing  and  revising  the  2003 

goals during Planning Commission 
workshop sessions in March  and 
July of 2013. 

 
As a result of these efforts, updated 
community planning goals and objectives 
are presented in this chapter, organized by 
category of concern. 
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A. Over al l Goals 
 

¶ Maintain a low-density residential environment, contained to areas that are already populated. 

 
¶ Plan infrastructure improvements for future development based on estimated growth and zoning 

density, especially non-motorized trails. 

 
¶ Preserve and enhance the TownshipΩǎ natural and historical resources. 

 
¶ Include planning to accommodate various age groups in the community. 

 
¶ Emphasize tourism utilizing natural and historical resources.  Lighthouses Range Light Park 

 
¶ Improve and develop recreational opportunities. Lighthouse Park 

 
¶ Capitalize on natural recreation to attract younger residents and visitors. 

 
¶ Encourage commerce and services that complement the residential and recreational character of 

Township. 

 
¶ Focus any future commercial expansion on meeting identified local needs. 

 
¶ Support and implement planning and zoning to address existing and future health, safety and 

welfare needs of Township residents and property owners. 

 
¶ Approach adjacent townships in coordinated land use planning, especially where watersheds and 

water bodies are shared. 

 
¶ Maintain existing roads, including adding paved shoulders for non-auto transportation wherever 

possible,  especially  along  Grand  Lake  Road  and  County  Road  638,  in  accordance  with  the 
TownshipΩǎ rural vision for Complete Streets. 

 
¶ Promote additional opportunities for summer and part-time residents by creating an inventory of 

available properties for marketing purposes. 
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B. Popu lat ion Goals 
 
The residents and officials of Presque Isle Township realize that because of the areŀΩǎ attractiveness, 
population growth is liable to occur.  Those who migrate to Presque Isle Township, either on a permanent 
or seasonal basis, do so because they enjoy its natural beauty.  The Township endeavors to create a 
community that appeals to residents, visitors, and potential residents of all ages. In order to preserve the 
characteristics of the Township and minimize alterations to the environment,  it  is  the  To wnshipΩǎ  desire  
to   protect the natural beauty and to plan for any growth to occur in as low-impact a manner as possible. 

 
Objectives: 

 
1.   Analyze the physical, economic and social characteristics of the Township to determine optimum 

distribution of land uses. 

 
2.   Plan  for  new  public  facilities,  infrastructure  or  private  development  in  order  to  attract  new 

residents of all ages. 

 
3.   Preserve the TownshipΩǎ ƴatural resources and beauty. 

 
4.   Facilitate, through zoning, housing for all income and age groups and all types of households. 

 
5.   Design public facilities to accommodate and appeal to all age groups, and include barrier-free 

requirements. 

 
6.   Retain and enhance the environmental qualities of the Township desired by its residents. 

 
7.   Encourage development of cultural and social activities oriented to all residents.   Done
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C.     Recr eat ion al an d Cul t u r al Goa l s 
 
An important part of Presque Isle TownshipΩǎ ƛŘŜntity lies in its capacity as a year-round recreation-vacation 
area.  This identity, of which the natural environment and history are essential elements, is the basis for all 
other activities in the Township.   To maintain recognition as a recreation area, the Township should 
encourage the preservation of outdoor recreation sites and historic sites. 

 

Objectives: 

 
1.   Expand the TownshipΩǎ role as a recreation provider by adopting and maintaining a local recreation 

plan with updates at five-year intervals and by augmenting the Parks and Recreation Committee 
with volunteers. 

 
2.   Maintain or improve existing Township recreational facilities. 

 
3.   Provide for future water-oriented recreation sites, including public access to Grand Lake, Long Lake, 

and Lake Huron, as well as active waterfront parks. 
 

4.   Acquire MDNR-owned properties at Grand Lake Boat Launch and near the P.I. Harbor on North Bay 
for a beach/picnic/multi-use facility with parking. 

 
5.   Leverage  parks  and  recreation  funds  for  winter  recreation  facilities  and  activities,  such  as 

snowmobile trails, cross country skiing, etc. 

 
6.   Maintain and develop easily accessible, smaller άlocalέ parks in residential areas to meet the needs 

of families with small children, especially in the Long Lake area. 

 
7.   Expand hiking, biking and snowmobile trails to areas of the Township not currently served. 

 
8.   Require future mining and quarry operations to produce reclamation plans for quarried sites. 

 
9.   Promote  and  market  the  TownshipΩǎ  recreational  amenities  through  flyers,  Pure  Michigan, 

community organizations, and various media outlets. 

 
10. Create a άhistoric propertyέ zoning overlay to encourage preservation of of privately-owned 

historical and cultural sites, including Kauffman House, Besser Bell, Presque Isle Lodge, Birch Hill 
Resort, Fireside Inn and numerous other small resorts. 

 
11. Invest in maintenance of Township-owned historic structures and sites. 
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D.    Local Gov er nm en t  Goals 
 

I.            Administration  of  local  affairs  requires  that  elected  and  appointed  officials  are  cognizant  of 
individual and group needs.  More importantly, Township leaders must keep abreast of new and creative 
approaches to public administration and financing.  Presque Isle Township officials should provide needed 
services to accommodate existing and expected future populations. 

 
Objectives: 

 

 1. Township boards, commissions and staffs shall benchmark their activities against the goals and 
action plan of this Master Plan. 

 

2. 
 

Provide service levels which accommodate the needs of local residents. 

 

3. 
 

Regulate, through planning and zoning, the allocation and densities of residential land uses. 

 

4. 
 

Use Site Plan Review and other Planning Commission processes to encourage quality, low-impact 
development. 

 

5. 
 

Institute local codes and regulations which adequately protect the health, safety and welfare of 
residents while allowing creative approaches to land use.  Seek professional assistance, equipment 
and funding from other levels of government when appropriate. 

 

II.  
 

Citizen involvement in local affairs is essential in establishing a responsive Township government. 
               In  order  to  achieve  a  sense  of  community  and  more  effectively  answer  the  mandates  of       
            Townshipresidents, ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ  ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛn the  decision -making process should be                  
               encouraged. 

 
Objectives: 

 
1. Establish   and   maintain   adequate   means   of   communication   and   comment   between   local 

government and Township residents. 

 
2. Assure that the concerns and opinions of citizens in all geographic locations of the Township are 

heard and represented. 

 
3.   Support the Township Planning Commission in its endeavors to ensure quality development and 

the future of the Township. 
 

III.          The most responsive government is that which can provide efficient and comprehensive services to 
its citizens.   Presque Isle Township should plan efficient health, safety and welfare services to meet the 
needs of its existing population and attract new residents. 

 
Objectives: 

 
1. Provide community facilities for recreational programs and events oriented towards different age 

groups. 
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2. Support and enhance volunteer fire departments and emergency medical service programs by 
providing for contractual fiscal accountability. 

 
3. Support private civic groups which provide educational and social programs of importance for local 

residents. 
 

4. Staff the Township Hall for as many hours as practical and necessary, within budget limitations. 

 
5. Conduct Township operations in a fiscally responsible manner. 

 
IV.         Since expenditures incurred by local units of government for administrative items often preclude 
initiating new programs to better serve the citizenry, it is beneficial for the Township to coordinate efforts 
with other units of government to provide funding for needed or desired services. 

 
Objectives: 

 
1.   Submit grants to acquire federal and state funding. 

 
2.   Work in conjunction with other state and county agencies as well as neighboring communities to 

provide those facilities and services the Township may be unable to provide by itself.  This may 
especially pertain to police protection and health delivery systems. 
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E.     Residen t ial Goals 
 

I.            The quality of an area is often defined by the quality of its housing.  As indicated in the residential 
land use section of this plan, the TownshipΩǎ housing situation is substantially better than the countyΩǎΣ ŀǎ 
defined by current values of housing stock.  To maintain higher living standards, the Township should 
maintain high standards of residential development. 

 
Objectives: 

 

 1. Require adherence to zoning and building regulations. 

 

2. 
 

Support, through zoning regulations, a high quality residential environment. 

 

3. 
 

Through zoning  regulations,  establish a  tax  base that  supports  the  infrastructure  and services 
needed for the zoned residential density. 

 

4. 
 

Market  the  Township  to  developers  of  independent  communities  and ensure  that  the  Zoning 
Ordinance permits and encourages this type of development in areas where it is appropriate. 

 

II.  
 

Excessive costs are often incurred by a community because of inefficient land use distributions.  By 
careful analysis of needs and rational planning efforts, the placement of public and private utilities and 
services can be made efficient and economical.   Therefore, the Township should strive for the orderly 
development of future activities, particularly residential land uses. 

 
Objectives: 

 
1.   Develop and enforce zoning standards for residential development. 

 
2.   To assure the recreational nature of the Township and allow easy access to inland waters, the 

Township will promote public access for purposes of picnicking, boating, non-motorized watercraft, 
and other water-based recreation. 

 
3.   Analyze the potential effects of new residential development upon the need to provide services. 

 
4.   The Planning Commission will draft and establish a subdivision ordinance. 

 
III.          In any locality, everyone has a right to adequate, safe housing.  To insure an equal opportunity for 
all, and yet preserve quality standards, as an area develops, a greater variety of individual, family and 
economic characteristics and needs must be addressed. 

 
Objectives: 

 
1.   Through zoning or other legal criteria, provide a mixture of housing densities. 

 
2.   Encourage a diversity of owner-occupied housing types. 

 

F. Comm erc ial Goals 
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I. Presque Isle residents have expressed a desire for additional year-round businesses, especially 
convenience retail and grocery. 

 
Objectives: 

 
1.   Pave   the   way   for   commercial   development   through   zoning   while   preserving   the   natural 

environment. 

 
2.   Preserve existing small vacation resorts as significant to the history of the Township. 

 
3.   Partner with Alpena Community College to provide business and entrepreneurship classes. 

 
4.   Use the Township website and other means such as Target Alpena to market the Township to 

businesses and potential business owners for year-round convenience business, including groceries. 

 
5.   Identify sites for waterfront restaurants, lodging, and other entertainment businesses. 

 
6.   Through zoning, protect the natural beauty of the Township, including the dark night skies. 

 
7.   Use creative zoning solutions such as PUDs to ensure that commercial development is compatible 

with surrounding natural beauty. 

 
8.   Locate commercial activities in areas of greater activity and land use density. 

 
9. Ensure commercially zoned 

properties have adequate 
frontage, depth and area to 
support commercial 
development and commercial 
district requirements. 

 
10. Proactively  recruit  additional 

telecommunications 
infrastructure   to the 
Township, and  streamline 
processes to ensure that the 
installation  of the 
infrastructure  is  not  delayed 
by the Township itself. 
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G.    I ndus tr ial Goal s 
 
The desire to orient the Township towards a residential-recreation area can conflict with the expansion of 
large scale industrial activity.   Additionally, the Township desires to remain a άbedroom communityέ for 
employment in Alpena and Rogers City.   Therefore, it is a prime goal to minimize conflict between 
residential-recreatio n  and  industrial  activ ities  and  to  prom ote  a  ά goo d  neighbo Ǌέ  relatio nship   
between   existing operations, future industrial uses and local residents. 

 
Objectives: 

 
1.   Minimize  conflicts  between  industrial  activities  and  residential  activity. This  can  be  partially 

accomplished by establishing a buffer zone where industrial use abuts residential development. 

 
2.   Maintain contact and communication with managers of industrial operations in the Township and 

County to address mutual concerns, including reclamation of quarries. 

 
3.   Plan for re-use and reclamation of industrial property for non-industrial purposes in preparation for 

the cessation of industrial operations. 
 

4.   Identify industrial uses that are compatible with the nature of the community and permit them 
where appropriate and with strict use standards. 
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H.    Tr ans port at ion Goa ls 
 

Economic success and land use distribution is dependent upon the accessibility provided by circulation 
networks. The capacity and location of roads and non-motorized trails within the Township is therefore an 
essential element in the determination of the ŀǊŜŀΩǎ future.  The circulation system and parking should be 
planned to accommodate zoned densities and allow mobility and recreation and allow mobility and 
recreation for all members of the community. 

 
Objectives: 

 

 1. Work with the Presque Isle County Road Commission to prioritize rebuilding of Grand Lake Road 
and other roads in accordance with άComplete Streetǎέ principles, including non-motorized 
pathways. 

 

2. 
 

Work  with  the  Presque  Isle  County  Road  Commission  to  insure  local  roads  are  designed  and 
maintained to carry the traffic volumes generated by the land use activity they serve. 

 

3. 
 

Ensure adequate parking facilities for commercial and public attraction areas through site plan 
review and zoning regulations. 

 

4. 
 

Improve parking for waterfront, recreational, and historical amenities. 

 

II.  
 

For environmental, social and economic reasons, alternatives to automobile transportation need to 

be considered and encouraged. 
 

Objectives: 

 
1.   Expand and improve recreational trails which can function as multi-purpose systems (hiking, biking, 

snowmobiling). 

 
2.   Support van pooling or dial-a-ride services to assist energy conservation and public mobility. 

 
3.   Implement  a  rural  vision  of  Complete  Streets  principles,  including  paved  shoulders  and  non- 

motorized pathways to ensure the safety of all users of the roadway. 
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I . Env i r on m en t al Goa ls 
 

I. Since water, vegetation and geology play such an important role in the welfare of the Township, 
 effo rts  sho uld  be  m ade  to  pro te ct,  as  far  as  po ssible,  the  TownshipΩǎ  ƴŀǘǳral  e nv iro nment.  

 
Objectives: 

 

 1. Through  proper  assessment  of  the  capacity  of  the  ŀǊŜŀΩǎ  resources  to  accommodate  human 
activity, define preferable locations for development. 

 

2. 
 

Preserve historic sites. 

 

3. 
 

Preserve water and scenic views. 

 

4. 
 

Through zoning and coordination with neighboring communities, Presque Isle County, and the State 
of Michigan, protect water quality. 

 

5. 
 

Promote public awareness and education on wildland fires. 

 

6. 
 

Enforce dark sky ordinances, including bring Township facilities into compliance. 

 

II.  
 

The process of construction and development often requires a substantial change in the natural 
contour and vegetation of the site.  In order to protect areas from erosion, siltation and άaesthetic blightέ, 
the Township will require the replacement of vegetation removed during construction. 

 

Objectives: 
 

1.   Establish vegetation standards using native plants and trees, which can be incorporated into the 
TownshipΩǎ zoning and subdivision regulations. 

 
2.   Attempt to involve residents in local landscape and gardening programs. 

 
3.   Maintain vegetation άgreeƴ ōŜƭǘǎέ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ to lakes and streams. 

 
4.   Establish a program for the removal of down or dead trees in residential areas as a fire protection 

measure. 
 

III.          Excess noise, dust and visual pollution are detrimental to the character of the Township, as well as 
the health and welfare of its residents.  Presque Isle Township should attempt to preserve and enhance its 
attractive qualities through abatement and restraint of pollution. 

 

Objectives: 

 
1.   Through zoning, minimize or eliminate excessive noise pollution. 

 
2.   Establish standards which will help mitigate negative effects from industrial activities. 

 
4.   Enforce blight ordinance. 
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5.   Promote public and private recycling efforts. 

 
IV.  Use a collaborative approach to protecting and managing natural systems by forming partnerships 
with local, regional, state and federal agencies, adjacent units of governments, county government, and 
resource organizations. 

 
Objectives: 

 
1. Participate in organized efforts to manage and protect the communityΩǎ natural and water 

resources, such as NRTH Citizens Advisory Committee, Rockport State Park and Friends of 
Rockport State Park. 

 
2. Encourage local organizations, businesses, government agencies, educators and private citizens 

to become active participants in natural resource protection in the community through 
volunteerism. 

 
3. Establish  an  informal  community  collaboration  committee  with  the  adjacent  townships  of 

Alpena and Krakow to discuss common resource related issues, and work towards more 
consistent planning and land use regulations related to natural resource protection. 

 
4. Support the implementation of the Grand Lake and Coastal Watersheds Management Plan. 

 
V.     D ev elo p  planning  &  zo ning  strategies  that  reco gnize  the  landΩǎ  env ironm ental  constraints 
; consider level of infrastructure available/needed; support concept of sustainable development. 

 
Objectives: 

 
1. Plan for a land use pattern that is oriented to the natural features and water resources of the 

area by evaluating: type and density of proposed developments based on soil suitability; slope 
of land; potential for ground water and surface water degradation and contamination; 
compatibility with adjacent land uses; and impacts to sensitive natural areas like wetlands, 
greenways and wildlife corridors. 

 
2. Limit and control the density and type of residential and commercial development adjacent to 

lakes, ponds, streams, and wetlands. 

 
3. Review model ordinance language in the DEQ  Filling the Gaps publication and consider use of 

resource overlay zones; environmental assessment requirements; fees for professional reviews; 
sensitive areas protection, PUD/cluster development, conservation cluster residential 
development;  site  plan  review  standards;  shoreline  protection  provisions;  recommended 
setback distances; stormwater management guidelines; greenbelt provision language; 
groundwater protection standards; and coordinated permit review and approval procedures. 

 
4. Improve greenbelt areas adjacent to lakes, ponds, streams, and wetlands by reviewing and 

updating the greenbelt section in the zoning ordinance. 
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zoning ordinance. 

 
6. Adopt  zoning  and  development  design  standards  to  supplement  State  and  Federal  laws 

pertaining to wetlands and water resource protection. 

 
7. Hold a seminar for local officials in Presque Isle, Krakow, and Alpena Townships to provide 

information on local governmŜƴǘΩǎ important role in environmental protection. 

 
8. Encourage the use of native plants for reforestation, wildlife habitat, street and neighborhood 

trees, landscaping, parks and roadside corridors, by providing a list of recommended native 
plants. 

 
9. Enact guidelines for, and encourage the use of cluster development that follows a creative 

design, retains open areas, indigenous vegetation, and other natural features. 

 
VI.  Support the long term conservation the natural environment by protecting groundwater, surface water, 
environmentally sensitive areas, shorelines, and highly erodible areas; and supporting proper management 
of woodlands, wetlands, open space, fish and wildlife. 

 
Objectives: 

 
1. Limit  development  on  steeply  sloped  areas.    Require  erosion  control  measures  where 

construction is permitted. Require slope stabilization and re-vegetation of disturbed slopes. 
 

2. Preserve topography such as slopes, valleys and hills by limiting the amount of cut and fill 
during site development. 

 
3. Integrate  wetlands,  woodlands  and  meadows  into  site  development  as  aesthetic  and 

functional features. 

 
4. Encourage the retention of agricultural lands, forest lands and ecological corridors through 

available mechanisms such as open space and farmland agreements, forest stewardship 
programs, and conservation easements, as well as zoning incentives. 

 
5. Encourage  the  use  of  native  plant  species  and  naturalized  landscape  designs,  where 

appropriate, to enhance the communityΩs existing character. Use natural landscaping, where 
appropriate, in community parks and around public facilities. 

 
6. In  recognizing  the  importance  of  trees  in  the  developed  environment,  encourage  the 

retention of existing native trees and the establishment of street and shade trees in 
residential neighborhoods and commercial developments. 

 
7. Due  to  negative  impact  to  groundwater  and  surface  water  resources,  discourage  the 

establishment of industrial feedlots. 
 

8. Identify   non-protected   areas   within   the   community   that   present   opportunities   for 
protection, prioritize those areas to maximize biodiversity and community benefits, preserve 
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9. Encourage the preservation, enhancement and restoration of critical wildlife habitat and 
important ecological corridors. 

 
10. Promote responsible use of access sites, Lake Huron shoreline and public lands. 

 
11. Discourage the conversion of forestland into other more intensive uses.  Consider larger lot 

zoning and open space development to maintain the forest resource base. 

 
12. Encourage  use  of  best  management  practices  and  science  based  forest  and  wildlife 

management activities on public and private lands in the township. 

 
13. Collaborate with the MDNR State Parks Division on planning and management associated 

with Rockport State Park. 

 
14. Encourage the preservation and management of plant communities that provide critical 

habitat for resident and migratory wildlife species. 

 
15. Support continued efforts to document presence of threatened and endangered species and 

communities and develop strategies to conserve those finite resources. 

 
16. Support  an  educational  component  to  increase  public  awareness  about  causes  of  and 

methods to prevent the spread of invasive species. 

 
17. Sponsor local workshops that focus on water quality, woodlands, wetlands, threatened and 

endangered  species,  and  wildlife  habitat.  Workshops  should  also  have  a  field  trip 
component. 

 
18. Support efforts of the Michigan Sea Grant and the Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative άtlaced 

Based Education Programέ with local schools. 

 
19. Support efforts to  preserve priority conservation areas through Voluntary Conservation, 

Conservation Easements, Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) and Fee Simple Purchase. 

 
20. Encourage the continued natural use of wetlands as groundwater recharge, stormwater 

filtering and stormwater holding areas. 

 
21. Provide  information  to  the  general  public  about  the  impact  of  fertilizer  in  the  lakes, 

especially fertilizers with high levels of phosphates and nitrogen. 

 
VII.      Preserve  and  improve  surface  water  and  groundwater  resources  that  are  essential  to  the 
TownshipΩǎ short-term and long-term economic viability and the overall quality of life for Township 
residents. 

 
Objectives: 

 
1.   Work  cooperatively  with  private  landowners  in  partnership  with  local,  regional  and  state 
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2.   Continue local zoning regulations that protect and establish natural buffers along streams, lakes 
and wetlands. 

 
3. Adopt comprehensive area-wide stormwater management ordinances to regulate the 

conveyance, containment and treatment of stormwater run-off. 

 
4.   Assemble   water   resource   educational   packets   on   topics   such   as   septic   maintenance, 

establishing and maintaining greenbelts, lake-scaping for water quality and wildlife, proper 
fertilizer use, and shoreline erosion control. 

 
¶ Make an application to local foundations to cover costs associated with assembling the 

educational packets. 

 
¶  Distribute the packets to waterfront landowners. 

 
5.   Provide for the future of the TownshipΩǎ ƭakes: 

 
¶  Seek funding and conduct a hydro-geological study to assess long term lake level issues. 

 
¶  Educate the decision makers and community about the issues and planning processes for 

cooperation and help in eventual solution of the issues. 

 
¶  Develop a support structure to support the township officials in developing solutions and 

viable forward plans. 

 
6.   Preserve the scenic and fragile nature of waterfront property from the negative impacts caused 

by intensive development and provide areas for public access and enjoyment. 

 
¶   Consider  development  of  a  zoning  district  specific  to  waterfront  properties  in  the 

Township. 

 
¶  Develop zoning restrictions that recognize the unique character and sensitive nature of 

waterfront property. 
 

7.  Support the establishment of a program to provide technical assistance to waterfront 
landowners. 

 
¶   Develop Lakescape Plans would address enhancement of greenbelts, activities to improve 

wildlife habitat, protection of water quality, άwater friendlyέ lawn maintenance, and 
protection of threatened and endangered species. 

 
¶  Work with interested homeowners to complete Lakescaping projects for greenbelt re- 

establishment, wildlife habitat improvement, and erosion control. These demonstration 
projects could be funded with cost-sharing grants. With landowner permission, sites could 
be used for outdoor workshops. To promote the successes, draft article for local papers 
about the model sites and benefits of greenbelts. 
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¶ Work with District Health Department #4, local zoning departments, conservation 
organizations and local civic organizations to implement an education program. 

 
8.   Encourage  the  use  of  land  and  construction  of  new  buildings  in  ways  that  protect 

groundwater  from  contamination  by  ensuring  storage  and  use  of  hazardous  substances 
occurs only in places with adequate secondary containment, separation from wells, and away 
from drains that discharge into soil. 

 
¶ Review and if necessary amend the zoning ordinance standards related to groundwater 

protection. 

 
¶ Site Plan Review standards are included in the Zoning Ordinance to protect groundwater 

from  pollution  by  addressing  secondary  containment,  drain  discharge  location,  and 
setback from wells. 

 
¶ The Planning Commission and Zoning Administrator will provide educational materials to 

citizens and stakeholders on protecting groundwater and on the outcome of groundwater 
monitoring. 

 
¶ The  Planning  Commission  and  the  Zoning  Administrator  will  coordinate  the  Site  Plan 

Review, and coordinate compliance inspections with the Health Department and Drain 
Commissioner. 
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1 W/in one year 
2 1-3 years 
3 3+ years 
4 As Available 
5 Ongoing 

 

 Project Lead 

 Key Participant 

 Contributor 

 

 

 
 
 

4. ACTI ON PLAN 
 

The chart below presents a detailed summary of all of the recommended implementation activities, who is 
responsible for completing the activity, and available funding resources for each activity. 

 
KEY 

 

Priority Timeframe Responsibility (Color) 
A Most Important 
B Very Important 
C Important 

 
 

 
Responsibility (Abbreviation) 

 

PIC 
 

Presque Isle County 
 

PRC 
Presque Isle Parks and Recreation 
Committee 

BO Business Owners PC Presque Isle Planning Commission 
MDOT Michigan Department of Transportation COG NEMCOG 

SM State of Michigan CM Community Members 
ACC Alpena Community College TB Presque Isle Township Board 

 

Funding 
 

Public 
Includes public funds from the Township operating budget, County, and State funding.  May 
also include local government bonds. 

 

Private 
Includes funds from private sources such as grant monies, corporate funding, or property 
owners 

 

DDA/TIF 
Tax increment financing provided by an authorized body.  Please refer to the summary of 
funding sources on the next page. 
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PLANNING and ZONING 
 

 

PROJECT PRIORITY  
TIME 

FRAME 

 
 
RESPONSIBILITY FUNDING 

Other 

 

 
 
 
TIF/ 

 
Review the C-1 District to ensure 

Twp GovΩt   Private  Public   Private DDA 

that it encourages the development 
of a άvillagŜέ area. 

A 1 PC  ̧

 

Review the R-M district and consider 
appropriate locations for multiple 
family residential development. 

 

Expand the uses permitted in the FR 
district. 

 

Permit lodging as a Special Use in 

 
A 1 PC  ̧

 

 

 

A 1 PC  ̧

Residential districts. 
A 1 PC ¸

 

Streamline zoning regulations and 
other processes to encourage the 
development of communications 
infrastructure. 

Consider a new zoning district for 
the areas designated as Active 
Recreation on the Future Land Use 
Map. 

A 1 PC  ̧

 

 

 

 

B 2 PC  ̧

Establish a subdivision ordinance. B 2 PC/TB  ̧

Identify appropriate areas with 
existing or potential waterfront 
commercial development along 
Grand Lake and rezone them C-M. 
Create a άhistoric propertyέ zoning 
overlay to encourage preservation 
of privately-owned historical and 
cultural sites. 

Update the Zoning Map to reflect 

the 2013 Future Land Use Map. 

Adopt/Update Parks and Recreation 
Plan every 5 years. 

Work with LaFarge quarry to 
develop a reclamation plan for the 
quarry site. 

Establish vegetation standards that 
require native plants and trees. 

 

Encourage LEED/Energy Star 
certification. 

Review this Master Plan every 5 
years. 

 

B 2 PC  ̧

 

 

 

 

B 2 PC  ̧

 

 

 

B 2 PC  ̧

 

B 2 
PRC/ 

TB 
 

 
B 2 TB BO  ̧  ̧

 

 

B 3 TB  ̧

 

C 5 PC SM 
HO/ 

 ̧  ̧

BO 
 
C 5 PC  ̧
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CIVIC and RECREATION IMPROVEMENTS 
 

RESPONSIBILITY FUNDING 

PROJECT PRIORITY  
TIME 

FRAME 
 

Acquire MDNR-owned properties at 
Grand Lake Boat Launch and near the 

 
 
Twp 
 
 

TB/  

 
Other 
GovΩt   Private  Public   Private 
 
 

PIC/  

 
TIF/ 
DDA 

P.I. Harbor on North Bay for a 
beach/picnic/multi-use facility with 
parking. 

 

Develop trails for cross-country skiing 

A 1 
PRC 

 

 
 

TB/  

SOM 
CM  ̧ ¸

 

 

 

PIC/  

and snowmobiling. 
A 1

 
 

PRC 
SOM/  
COG 

CM  ̧  ̧

Promote and market the TownshipΩǎ 
recreational amenities. 

Expand non-motorized trails (including 

 

A 1 TB  
PIC/ 
SOM 

PIC/  

BO/ 

CM 
 ̧ ¸

 

paved shoulders) to parts of the 
Township not currently served. 
Implement a rural vision for Complete 
Streets, especially on major arteries, 
with the goal of having a continuous 
bike route across the Township and 
connecting to other communities. 

A 2  
TB/ 
PRC 

 
 
 

A 2  
TB/ 
PRC 

MDOT 
/COG 

 
PIC/ 

MDOT 
/COG 

CM  ̧  ̧

 

 

 

 

CM  ̧  ̧

Bring Township facilities into dark sky 
compliance. 

 

Inventory non-conforming lights on 

 
A 2 TB  ̧

private property. 
A 2 TB  ̧ ¸

 

Develop new parks and other 
recreational facilities such as boat 
launches along Long Lake, Grand Lake, 
and Lake Huron 

Develop small άlocalέ parks for 

 
TB/ 

B 2 
PRC 

PIC/ 
SOM 

BO/ 

CM 
 ̧ ¸

 

neighborhood residents, especially 
those with children. 

Encourage landowners to remove down 

B 2  
TB/ 
PRC 

PIC CM  ̧  ̧

 

PIC/  
or dead trees in residential areas as a 
fire protection measure. 

B 2 TB MDOT 
/  COG 

CM  ̧  ̧

Invest in maintenance of Township- 
owned historic structures and sites. 

 

Update and improve civic facilities as 

 
B 4 TB  ̧

necessary 
C 4 TB CM  ̧ ¸
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 
PROJECT 

 
PRIORITY 

 

TIME 
FRAME 

RESPONSIBILITY FUNDING 

 
Twp 

Other 
GovΩt 

 
Private 

 
Public 

 
Private 

TIF/ 
DDA 

Create an informational pamphlet 
explaining how to open a business in 
Presque Isle. 

 

 

A 

 

 

1 

 

 

TB 

 
PIC/ 
COG 

 

 

BO 

 

 

 ̧

 

 

 ̧

 

Market the business district along 
Grand Lake Road near Lotus Pond as 
άtresque Isle Villageέ and work to 
attract additional businesses there. 

 
 

A 

 
 

1 

 
 

TB 

 
PIC/ 
SOM 

 
 

BO 

 
 

 ̧

 
 

 ̧

 

 

Market the Township to developers of 
independent communities. 

 
A 

 
2 

 
TB 

  
CM 

 
 ̧

 
 ̧

 

Proactively approach 
telecommunications companies 
regarding improving infrastructure in 
the Township. 

 
 

A 

 
 

2 

 
 

TB 

  
 

CM 

 
 

 ̧

 
 

 ̧

 

Partner with Alpena Community 
College to provide business and 
entrepreneurship classes. 

 
B 

 
2 

 
TB 

 
ACC 

 
BO 

 
 ̧

 
 ̧

 

Use the Township website and other 
means to market the Township to year- 
round convenience businesses, 
including grocery stores. 

 
 

B 

 
 

2 

 
 

TB 

 
PIC/ 
COG 

 
 

BO 

   

 

Market Quarry Lake Road as a new 
business district. 

 
B 

 
2 

 
TB/ PC 

  
BO 

   

Consider creating a DDA or other TIF 
district to promote business along 
Grand Lake Road. 

 
C 

 
4 

 
PC 

 
DDA 

  
 ̧

  
 ̧
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CIRCULATION IMPROVEMENTS 
 

RESPONSIBILITY FUNDING 

PROJECT PRIORITY  
TIME 

FRAME 
 

Prioritize rebuilding Grand Lake Road 

 
 
Twp 

 
Other 
GovΩt    Private  Public  Private 

 
TIF/ 
DDA 

and other arteries in accordance with a 
rural vision for Complete Streets 
principles. 

 

Support carpooling, van pooling, and/or 

 

A 1 TB PIC CM  ̧  ̧
 

 

 

PIC/  
dial-a-ride services to assist energy 
conservation and public mobility. 

A 2 TB MDOT  ̧

/COG 
 
Improve parking for waterfront, 

recreational, and historical amenities. 
A 2 TB PIC

 
 

Work with the Presque Isle County 
Road Commission to ensure local roads 

BO/ C 

M 
 ̧ ¸

 

are designed and maintained to carry 
the traffic volumes generated by the 
land use activity they serve. 

B 3 TB PIC  ̧
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
 

RESPONSIBILITY FUNDING 

PROJECT PRIORITY  
TIME 

FRAME 
 

Establish a committee with 
representatives from neighboring 

 
 
Twp 

 
Other 
GovΩt    Private  Public  Private 

 
TIF/ 
DDA 

communities to coordinate watershed 

protection, dark sky ordinances, wildlife 
A 1

 
maintenance, non-motorized 
transportation, and other issues. 

Inform residents about invasive species, 

TB/ 
PC 
 
 

 
TB/  

PIC/ 
SOM 

BO/ 

CM 
 ̧ ¸

 

native species, and ways to mitigate the A 1 
former and promote the latter. 

Provide information on best 

PC 
COG CM  ̧ ¸

 

 

PIC/  
management practices for public and 
private woodlands, wetlands, and 
waterfronts 

A 1 
TB/ 
PC 

COG/ 
SOM 

BO/ 

CM 
 ̧ ¸

 

Pursue coastal management grants for 
lakefront preservation 

 

A 1 TB 
COG/ 
SOM 

 
CM  ̧  ̧

Create an information packet with info 
on lake stewardship to hand out to new A 1 
residents. 

 
TB/ 
PC 

 

COG/  

SOM 
CM  ̧ ¸

 

 

PIC/  
Adopt area-wide storm water 
management ordinances. 

 

Consider the zoning priorit ies 
recommended by the DEQΩs  Filling the 
Gaps  publication. 

Hold seminars for local officials and 
community members on the 

B 2 
TB/ 
PC 

 
 

B 2 
TB/ 
PC 

 
 

TB/  

SOM/ 
COG 

 
 
 
 

 
PIC/  

CM  ̧  ̧

 

 

 

 ̧

importance of environmental 
protection. 

Utilize programs such as PA 116 and 
others to promote the preservation of 
natural space. 

Support groups that work to protect 

B 2 
PC 

 

 

B 2 
TB/ 
PC 

COG 
CM  ̧ ¸

 

 

 

PIC/  
CM  ̧  ̧

/  COG 

the communityΩǎ ƴŀǘǳral resources, like 
NRTH Citizens Advisory Committee and 
Friends of Rockport State Park. 

 

C 4 TB CM  ̧
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Funding Sources 
Presque Isle already takes advantage of some of the of the economic development tools available to the 
community.  However, to implement the recommendations of this plan, other tools and techniques may 
need to be sought.  Many of these tools use a tax increment financing component or TIF to generate funds 
for economic development activities. 

 
The following is a summary of bodies that can use tax increment financing and other funding resources: 

 
¶ Downtown Development Authority (Public Act 197 of 1975).  A Downtown Development Authority 

(DDA)  is  a  non-profit  development  corporation  which  exists  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  a 
desirable environment for businesses and residents, and implementing economic development 
projects.   A variety of financing techniques are available to DDAs, including bond issues, Tax 
Increment Financing (TIF), and public and private contributions. 

 
The Township does not currently have a DDA, and because of the lack of commercial development, 
a DDA may not be in the TownshipΩǎ best interests at this time. However, in the event of future 
development in the άtresque Isle Villageέ area or elsewhere, a DDA may become an important tool. 

 
¶ Corridor Improvement Authority (Public Act 280 of 2005). This legislation establishes a new 

method of improving older commercial corridors without establishing a DDA. The Corridor 
Improvement Authority Act allows local governments to create one or more Corridor Improvement 
Authorities (CIA) to address established, deteriorating commercial corridors located outside their 
downtown areas. The primary benefit of this tool is to provide local governments with the option 
of using TIF for improvements in the district(s), and to undertake a wide range of activities to 
promote economic development and redevelopment in commercial areas. 

 
In order to be eligible to create a CIA, the development area must have a minimum size of 5 acres, 
consist of at least 50% commercial property, and be zoned to allow mixed-uses, including άhigh- 
densityέ residential use. A municipality must also expedite the local permitted and inspection 
process in the development area and promote walkable non-motorized interconnections 
throughout the development area. Some of these requirements may be difficult for Presque Isle to 
achieve, but the Grand Lake Road corridor does meet some of them and could be a good candidate 
for a CIA in the future. 

 
An advantage of this act is that it allows more than one CIA to be established in a community, in 
addition to the one DDA that a community is typically permitted to establish. 

 
¶ Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (Public Acts 381, 382, and 383 of 1996).  Communities are 

authorized to create one or more Brownfield Redevelopment Authorities (BRA) in the community. 
BRAs may be used to finance the cleanup and reuse of contaminated property.  Costs that can be 
funded by a BRA include the demolition of buildings necessary to remove hazardous substances 
and new construction if needed to protect against exposure to hazardous substances that are to 
remain. 

 
A BRA may use a TIF to pay back a developer for activities needed to facilitate the redevelopment 
of the site.  Once the developer has been paid back for initial site remediation, the additional 
captured property taxes may go into a local site remediation fund to pay for cleanup and 
rehabilitation activities on other brownfield sites in the community. 
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An important feature of a BRA is the ability to capture state and local school taxes, but only from 
the taxes paid by the user of the redeveloped contaminated site.  BRAs may also issue revenue and 
TIF bonds and notes or borrow from the MDEvΩǎ Revitalization Loan Fund. 

 
A BRA may be useful in remediating and redeveloping the Stoneport quarry when its useful life is 
over. If necessary, it could also be used for the Besser Bell property. 

 
¶ Principal Shopping District/Business Improvement District  (Public Act 120 of 1961).   This Act 

provides for the establishment of principal shopping districts and for the undertaking of certain 
activities within these districts.  Municipalities are permitted to complete street and pedestrian 
improvements, acquire property for and construct parking facilities (including parking garages), 
along with other facilities that άserve the public intereǎǘΦέ 

 
The  municipality  may  also  create  a  board  for  the  management  of  certain  ongoing  activities, 
including various initiatives to promote economic development (i.e. market studies, public relations 
campaigns, and retail and institutional promotions).  In addition, the maintenance, security, and 
operation of the principal shopping district may be carried out through this board.  For ease of 
description, this board is often referred to as a Downtown Management Board (DMB) and the area 
it represents as the Principal Shopping District (PSD). 

 
The DMB is composed of a number of members determined by the Township at the time of 
authorization with a majority of the members being nominees of individual businesses within the 
PSD.  One member is a representative of the adjoining residential neighborhoods and one member 
is a representative of Township government.   All board members are appointed by the chief 
executive officer of the Township with the concurrence of the governing body. 

 
The DMB may be funded through grants and contributions and may also use the proceeds of 
special assessment levied by the governing body on property within the PSD specifically for 
maintenance, security, and operation purposes.  All assessments are levied in accordance with the 
TownshipΩǎ special assessment policies and procedures. 

 
PSDs are a useful tool for addressing issues such as parking structure construction and operation by 
shifting responsibility and accountability to a single organization.  The organization is business 
driven, yet closely linked to the Township through the appointment process and funding 
arrangements.    It  is  therefore  an  organizational  expression  of  the  partnership  between  the 
Township and business interests.  Its powers to conduct cooperative advertising and promotion, 
public relations, maintenance, and general operations are broad enough to address many of the 
previous strategies. 

 
P{5Ωǎ do not, however, possess the authority to conduct broad redevelopment or public 
infrastructure development activities that are permitted by DDAs, and therefore this tool may not 
be necessary in Presque Isle. 

 
¶ Commercial Rehabilitation Act (Public Act 210 of 2005).  The Commercial Rehabilitation Act 

enables local units of government to create one or more rehabilitation districts in which 
rehabilitated commercial property may receive property tax reductions for one to 10 years from 
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the municipality (excluding personal property and the land upon which the rehabilitated facility is 
located). 

 
These tax reductions or abatements may be used to encourage redevelopment in the community; 
however, they do reduce the amount of tax revenues collected by the Township. Further, there are 
no areas of Presque Isle where this type of district would be necessary. At this time this tool does 
not seem appropriate for the Township. 

 
¶ Local Development Financing Authority (Public Act 281 of 1986).  A Local Development Financing 

Authority (LDFA) is intended to assist industrial development, to promote economic growth, and 
prevent unemployment.  Eligible activities include the support of business investment in districts 
where the primary activity is the manufacture of goods or materials, agricultural processing, or 
high-tech activities such as product development, engineering, product testing, or research and 
development. A LDFA may use TIF, and only one LDFA may be created in the community. 

 
LDFAs are usually used to promote more intense development than is currently appropriate in 
Presque Isle. However, there may be a time in the future when the Township wishes to actively 
court large employers, and an LDFA would be a good tool to do that. 
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5.  FUTURE LAND USE 
 
The Planning Commission developed the future land use recommendations for the Presque Isle Township 
Comprehensive Plan with assistance from McKenna Associates. Recommendations are based on an analysis 
of several factor including existing land use patterns, social and economic characteristics, environmental 
conditions, available community services and facilities, existing land division patterns, property ownership, 
existing zoning and community goals and objectives. 

 
The recommended future land use plan identifies locations for ten different land use classifications. During 
the 2013 update, in addition to revising the map, the names of several categories were changed in order to 
better describe the desired attributes of the planned land use. 

 
¶ Conservation 

¶ Active Recreation 

¶ Community Facilities 

¶ Woodland Living 

¶ Rural Residential 
¶ Neighborhood Residential 

¶ Community Core Commercial 

¶ Corner Store Commercial 

¶ Waterfront Commercial 
¶ Extractive Mining 
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A. Cons erv at ion and Recr eat ion Cat egor ies 
 
Conservation 
The Conservation designation is the 
most  restrictive  land  use 
designation and is designed to 
protect  important  natural  areas 
from  development.  The  primary 
uses intended in the Conservation 
category are outdoor recreation 
uses,  such  as  hunting,  fishing, 
hiking, skiing, camping, forestry and 
similar uses.  The Plan encourages 
the establishment and maintenance 
of contiguous natural reserve areas, 
river  setbacks,  wetlands,  scenic 
areas and wildlife habitat. 

 
Development in the Conservation 
areas should be limited and low 
intensity.    Permitted development 
should be consistent with 
recreational and conservation uses, 
and should support protection of 
existing recreational land, areas 
planned for future recreation use, 
and other environmentally sensitive 
areas and natural resources. 

 
Active Recreation 
The Active Recreation category is similar to the Conservation category in that additional development is not 
encouraged and that any development that does occur should impact the environment as little as possible. 
However, the Active Recreation category also includes areas where there are existing or proposed public or 
private  recreational  areas.  The  Besser  Bell  site  and  the  lighthouse  areas  are  included  in  the  Active 
Recreation category, in addition to proposed park areas along Grand Lake, Long Lake, and overlooking the 
quarry. For the areas that are not currently recreational space, it is the intent of this plan for the Township, 
another public entity, non-profit, or other organization to acquire the land for community residential use. 

 
Community Facilities 
The Community Facilities category designates the location of public buildings such as the Library, the 
Township Hall, and the fire departments. These uses are envisioned to stay in place for the duration of the 
plan. If the Township decides to move them, the plan should be revised to plan new uses for this land. 
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B. Residen t ial Cat egor ies 
 
Woodland Living 
The Woodland Lifestyle category is similar to the άLow Density Single Familyέ category included in previous 
versions of this plan, except that it envisions a slightly broader range of uses. Parcels in this category 
average approximately 40 acres in size.   Residential development is primarily designed to accommodate 
single-family dwellings on large parcels, but agricultural and forestry related activities may also occur (as 
Special Land Uses), as well as other uses designed to make use of the natural resources and not to disturb 
nearby residential neighbors. An example would be a small scale saw mill. 

 
The intent of permitting a variety of uses as Special Land Uses in this district is to allow new employers to 
have a choice of a wide variety of sites within the Township, and to avoid expanding industrial districts 
where the TownshipΩǎ ƴŀǘural beauty and rural character could be diminished. However, it is important that 
design standards, including significant setbacks, required tree preservation, and noise limitations be written 
into the Zoning Ordinance and enforced to protect the surroundings of any new businesses. 

 
Rural Residential 
The  Rural  Residential  category  is  similar  to  the  άMedium  Density  Single  Familyέ  category  in  previous 
versions of this plan. The name was changed to more accurately describe the envisioned character of these 
areas, which includes single family residences on large, wooded lots. The large residential lots provide 
privacy from neighbors and/or other development. These uses should be buffered from incompatible uses 
such as industrial operations, with landscaping, open space, transitions of use or other physical separations. 
Open space and clustering of development should be encouraged to help protect environmentally sensitive 
areas and natural features. 

 
Neighborhood Residential 
The Neighborhood Residential category is similar to the άHigh Density Single Familyέ category in previous 
versions of this plan, but again the name was changed to a more accurate description of the intended land 
uses.  This residential designation is intended to preserve existing residential development where land has 
already been subdivided into smaller lots. The high density residential category includes the Presque Isle 
Harbor Association lots and subdivided areas adjacent to Grand Lake, Lake Esau, Lotus Pond, Bell Bay and 
Presque Isle peninsula on Lake Huron. Lakefront homes should be designed to preserve the natural vistas of 
the lakes and quality of the water. Multiple-family complexes or buildings may be permitted in this category 
provided that they are compatible with the natural and residential surroundings. 
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Manufactured Housing Parks 

 
Although manufactured housing is not specifically planned in any particular district, it is the policy of this 
plan to permit manufactured housing using the following standards: 

 
¶ Any new or expanded manufactured home park shall be located on or near a major thoroughfare 

for access to community services and facilities. 
 

¶ Any new or expanded manufactured home park shall be located to minimize the negative impacts 
on single family residential development, a vital component of the TownshipΩǎ tax base. 

 
¶ The Township encourages manufactured home parks to locate near existing manufactured home 

parks where adequate access, services, screening, and buffering are already provided. 
 

¶ Adequate lands are planned for manufactured home parks to give choice in location. 

 
¶ Any  new  or  expanded  manufactured  home  park  shall  be  located  to  minimize  the  impact  on 

environmentally sensitive areas. 

 
¶ The  Township  will  base  its  decision  to  accept  manufactured  home  parks  on  a  fair-share  and 

balanced allocation of affordable housing for the community. 
 
Potential Retirement Community Sites 
In order to allow Presque IǎƭŜΩǎ older residents to live in the Township as they age, this plan envisions the 
development of a retirement community such as the ones developed by Del Webb. While the Future Land 
Use Map does not designate any specific location for such a development, the Township envisions a PUD 
process with a developer to create a site that meets the following standards: 

 
¶ Is close to amenities, recreation, and major roads. 

 
¶ Respects the natural environment. 

 
¶ Is economically sustainable based on market conditions. 

 
¶ Provides a quality living option for Presque LǎƭŜΩǎ older residents. 
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C. Comm erc ial Cat egor ies 
 
While much of the commercial services for Presque Isle Township residents are met by facilities located in 
Alpena or Rogers City, the Township wishes to set aside certain areas for local commercial uses.  Local 
residents also obtain commercial services from larger urban areas such as Traverse City, Petoskey and 
locations in southern Michigan. 

 
This future land use plan recommends that small scale commercial uses be concentrated into neighborhood 
centers where mixed commercial and residential uses could occur.   This future land use plan recognizes 
that several residents have established home businesses in residential areas. This plan further recognizes 
that these businesses provide important products and services to nearby residents.      The plan 
recommendations in no way intend to infringe upon their continuance or expansion of services or facilities. 

 
Community Core Commercial 
άtresque Isle Villageέ is a small business district on the east side of Grand Lake just north of Lotus Pond. The 
Future Land Use map gives this district its own category. The άvillageέ is intended to be the largest 
commercial center in the Township. Improvements should be made to Grand Lake Road in the area to 
improve walkability and attract additional businesses. In the Public Input Survey, many residents expressed 
a desire for a grocery store in Presque Isle Township. If a grocery store can be attracted to the community, 
it should be located in this area. 

 
Corner Store Commercial 
Other planned or existing commercial areas are designated as άCorner StorŜέ commercial on the Future 
Land Use map. These areas should be zoned and targeted for stand-alone businesses serving the nearby 
residential population. The intersections designated are not intended to become business districts, but 
rather to have one or two convenience businesses or restaurants to serve residents in the area. 

 
Waterfront Commercial 
Waterfront Commercial is a Future Land Use category designed for marinas, waterfront lodging, and other 
high-intensity water-based recreational activities. The areas designated for this category are all existing 
uses, although additional areas could be added to this category in the future, and development of this type 
is encouraged in other categories if steps are taken to protect residential neighbors and the natural 
environment. 
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D. Extr act ive Mi n i ng 
 
Quarry operations at Lafarge (Stoneport) have been an important part of the regional economy for several 
decades and contribute to the TownshipΩǎ tax base.  As residential development continues to occur in areas 
near the quarry, it is recommended that the quarry buffer be maintained.  No further areas are anticipated 
to be needed for quarry expansion, other than land currently zoned for that purpose. 

 
As the useful life of the quarry ends, a reclamation plan should be developed by the quarry owner in 
partnership with the Township. The plan should strive to protect lake levels, capitalize on new geographic 
features, including new lakes, and attract low density residential development that respects the natural 
environment. 

 

E. Over lays 
 
Historic Property Overlay 
Presque   Isle   has   many   historical   sites   and 
properties,  including  Kauffman  House,  Besser 
Bell,   Presque   Isle   Lodge,   Birch   Hill   Resort, 
Fireside Inn, and numerous other small resorts. 
These  properties  are  frequently  difficult  to  fit 
into  zoning  regulations.  A  new  zoning  overlay 
will be created to unburden historic properties 
from being considered non-conformities, while 
also enforcing historical design standards to 
ensure that they are maintained to their original 
designs.  The  location  of  this  new  overlay  is 
shown on the Future Land Use Map. 
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